Angleterre 20 aout 2009. Jour de Mémoire

Quelques images :

National Memorial Arboretum. Le monument central



Ceux de la vallée du Rabodeau venus pour ce Jour de Mémoire (devant la Millenium Chapel)




Len Owens, Sir David Childs (fondateur du National Memorial Arboretum et pasteur de la Millenium Chapel), 2 vieux
amis de Len

Millenium Chapel, détail de l'autel



L'office religieux a la Millenium Chapel

Nina Johnsen (veuve du Lt Peter Johnsen du F Phantom/Opération Loyton) et ses 2 fils



Len Owens rappelle I'Opération Loyton et le comportement exemplaire des habitants de Moussey et des environs
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Nina Johnsen lit sa lettre d'hommage aux habitants de Moussey et a tous ceux de la vallée du Rabodeau



Sortie de la Millenium Chapel vers le Phantom Memorial

Le Phantom Memorial (en arriére plan le monument central du National Memorial Arboretum)
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Les 2 drapeaux du Royaume uni et de la Lorraine



Nina Johnsen (a sa droite son fils et sa petite fille). A sa gauche Jane Wadham (fille de Len Owens) et son fils Alex
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Phantom was a Wireless Communications Unit.

In 1944, F Squadron Phantom was in France carrying out 2 special role to provide communications

for the SAS. This was czlied Operation Loytan.

The SAS had been parachuted behind enemy lines into the Vosges Mountains around Moussey, to
Thair job was to disrupt the enemy in advance of General

organise and arm the loczl resistance.
Patton's Seventh Army drive through the Vosges Mountains to Strasbourg.

In fact General Patton stopped short at Nancy.
This memorial is erected to the memory of three members of F Squadron Phantom who ware Idlled

on Operation Loyton and (o others who gave up their lives at the same time.

@SERGE.! NT GERALD DONOVAM DAVIS Age26of Maldenhead
Originally Queen Victoria Rifles and Royal Armoured Corps.

®
©

He was betrayed, captured, tortured and shot on zoth August 1944.
He s interred and hasa memorial in the village churchyard in Moussey, Vosges, France.

Age 28 of Kirkealdy, Fife.

Roval Corps of Signals.

He was killed In combat near Fontenoy-la-]olte, France on 20th October 1044 when retuming
through énemy lines. He has no known grave. =

SIGNALMAN GEORGE GOURLAY JOHNSTOR

Aged 23 of Inverbervie, Kincardineshire.

SIGNALMAN PETER BANNERMAR
Rayal Corps of Signals.
He was killed in combat near Fontenoy-la-Jolte, France on 20th October 1944 when retuming

through enemy lines.
He Is interred and has a memorial in the village churchyard at Moussey, Vosges, France.
TO THE 32 MEN OF THE 2 SAS REGIMENT AND THE 3 SERVICEWOMEN. The menwara captured, many of them were tortured and all were
shot by the Gestapo, Alsace, on the orders of Hitler. The women, one British and two French, were killed by lethal Injection at Schirmeck

Concentration Camp; thelr bodies were found later in a mass grave In Natzweilar.
YO THE MEN AND WOMEN OF THE FRENCH RESISTANCE of that area of France, remembered with great humility, who gave their lives giving
aid and support to the SAS. So many men were killed inthe village of Moussey that it Is now known as the Valley of Widows.
Their sacrifice must never be forgotten.

Ina lonely clearing at Viombois high up in the forests of Lorraina there s a memorial to those of the French resistance who fell inthe
campaigns of 1944

The Gestapo commander in Alsace, the Gestapo chief of France and the Gestapo chief In Strasbourg were all tried; convicted and sentenced
to death by hanging. Others were given prison sentences.

survivors of Lavton with suppart fram

This memotial has bean erected by two Phantom
ranks of Phantom, the Allied Speclal Forces Association, Hereford and the Old Maldonian

Ining officers and other
tion, Maide

Le Phantom Memorial. Pour qui et Pourquoi
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' || This stone s coral granite and is rrined ory inthe Mioussey areaof north eastemn France. l-
It represents the part played by thelocal resistance inOperation Loyton. -
| When Generdl Pation stopped His edvance et Nancy, theGermeans réleased twodivisions, ||
| onearmoured, o sweepthe distic.
This resutted inthe capture and death of 31 SASmen.
They then rounded up 220 men fromthedocal area
and offéred amnesty o eny whowould give theminformetion.
Noonemuoved.

Consequently theywere ail deporiad o prison tamps such a5 Dachan and ifathenasen,
fromwhithasomennever returned.
THis debt cannever bevepaid.
The rosemary hedge around this plothas anobushes,
Each onerepresents amenber ofthe French resistaneewhowes Wlled.

THis stone'was brought from Miqussey and fiendsofthe
Allied Spedal Foroes jon, Hereford.

On 13th August 1944, Operation Loyton commenced. It lasted for 11 weeks and was centred mainly around the tiny village of Moussey,
During this period all the men of Moussey were interrogated by the German Einsatz Kommandos and asked to provide information.
Every one remained silent and as a result they were all deported to concentration camps.

Nine other villages, all within a 10 mile radius of Moussey, also suffered a similar fate.

In total, 966 men wene arrestad and deported to concentration camps.
561 were never to return home.
23 more were shot and killed in the area.

Left behind in the Rabodeau Valley were 450 widows and 750 orphans.
In 2001 these “children” established L’Association des Orphelins de Déportés.

£ The historical context together with the geographical location of these village helps to explain why these villages were singled out
and received such brutal treatment.

()

? Also killed in this area by Einsatz Kommandos:
'39 English paratroopers on Operation Loyton
23 Local civilian resistants
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