Journée Nationale du Souvenir des Déportés 2011 (dimanche 24 avril)

Vallée du Rabodeau



Alsacn and Lorraine are French provinces on th er with Germany.
Before the First World War they belonged to Germany, but in 1918 the territory was given back to France
For 8 years before the outbreak of W2 the French had been building the Maginot Line which fortified their frontier with Germany.

This created great resentment in Germany, and Hitler promised to reclaim them.
I June 1940, only nine months after the start of WW2, the Germans re-established the previous Treaty of Frankfurt Frontier of 1871.
Thie frontier used the Vosges Mountains as a natural defence barrier.

The west face of these mountains was considered by the Germans as a "buffer zone” to protect their own territory.
Moussey and nearby villages are situated in the middle of this area and life soon became very harsh, with many people wanting to flee

to other parts of France where life was considered less severe.
Thie Erench Resistance (Magquis) became very active, assisting over 15,000 Alsatian and Jewish people, British and American Alrmen,

and Germans unsympathetic to Hitler, to escape out of the area over the high mountain passes.
On 13th August 1944, Operation Loyton commenced. It lasted for 11 weeks and was centred mainly around the tiny village of Moussey.
During this period all the men of Moussey were in by the German Einsatz Kommandos and asked to provide informaticn.

Every one remained silent and as a result they were all deported to concentration camps.
NMine other villages, all within a 10 mile radius of Maoussey, also suffered a similar fate.

In total, 966 men wene arrested and deported to concentration camps.

661 were never to return home.
23 more were shot and killed in the area.

Left behind in the Rabodeau Valley were 450 widows and 750 orphans.
In 2001 these “children™ established L'Association des Orphelins de Déportés.

2 The historical context together with the geographical location of these village helps to explain why these villages were singled out e
and received such brutal treatment.

Also killed in this area by Einsatz Kommandos:
39 English paratroopers on Operation Loyton
23 Local civilian resistants




La cérémonie. A Moussey, pour tous les Déportés de la vallée du Rabodeau
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